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Major initiative to tackle higher education ‘care leaver crisis’  

With only 12% of care leavers under the age of 23 going into Higher Education (HE) – and those that 

do being almost twice as likely to drop out than their peers – a new project has been launched to 

improve support for young people going into HE.  

The National Network for the Education of Care Leavers (NNECL) and the UPP Foundation have 

today announced a new partnership to improve the support provided for young care experienced 

people.  

Under the new scheme universities and colleges will take positive action to tackle the sector-wide 

care leavers crisis by creating a framework ensuring young care experienced people get the personal 

and financial support they need. 

A pilot project, funded by the UPP Foundation, will be officially launched at a reception in the House 

of Lords this week. Running until early 2020, the pilot scheme will develop and test a new quality 

framework to improve access, retention and the support for people who have been in care and now 

study at colleges and universities.  

The educational institutions involved in the pilot include the University of Bradford; Edge Hill 

University; the University of Exeter; Halesowen College; Kingston University; the University of Lincoln; 

the University of Nottingham and Oxford Brookes University.  

Commenting on the launch, Colette Fletcher, Chair of the Board of Trustees, NNECL and Assistant 

Vice-Chancellor, University of Winchester, said: "NNECL is extremely proud to be launching the new 

quality mark for institutions working with young care experienced people and are delighted to be 

partnering with UPP Foundation to deliver this important project. The new quality mark will build on 

the gold standard criteria developed by the Centre for Social Justice and First Star Academies, the 

Department for Education's 'Principles to guide higher education providers on improving care leavers 

access and participation in HE', the Care Leaver Covenant, and recent guidance published by the 

Office for Students, to create a working accreditation process that will improve the progression, 

retention and success of care experienced students in higher education." 

Richard Brabner, Director of the UPP Foundation, added: “We are delighted to be partnering with 

NNECL on this important initiative involving so many Higher Education and Further Education 

institutions. As a Foundation we fund innovative projects that support underrepresented students go 

to and succeed at university. As the statistics show, care leavers are one of, if not the, most 
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disadvantaged group in the system. This is a sector-wide initiative that we hope will make a tangible 

difference over the long-term to the outcomes of care leavers.”  

The pilot project is a major step towards a national accreditation scheme for institutions working with 

young people who have been in care. The accreditation scheme will be rolled out across England 

following the completion of the pilot. 
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About UPP Foundation  

We aim to tackle the biggest issues facing the higher education sector across the UK. 

The UPP Foundation is a registered charity that offers grants to universities, charities and other 

higher education bodies. In recent years, as higher education has expanded, the burden of paying for 

a degree has shifted towards the individual.  

This presents difficulties in maintaining the ‘University for the Public Good’, as well as ensuring there 

is greater equity in going to, succeeding at and benefiting from the university experience. The UPP 

Foundation helps universities and the wider higher education sector overcome these challenges. 

The UPP Foundation was created in 2016 by University Partnerships Programme (UPP), the UK’s 

leading provider of on-campus residential and academic accommodation infrastructure.  

UPP is the sole funder of the UPP Foundation, which is an independent charity and has its grants 

reviewed and authorised by a Board of Trustees. 

About NNECL 

The NNECL represents over 100 organisations working to help care leavers access, succeed in, and 

progress from, further and higher education. The network was first established in 2011 and became 

an independent charity in November 2018. 
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